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a s In fe rio r#  o r  o u ts id e rs .
Do CSRGAHIZATION
1Mb pap©? H ill a t t e s t  to  dem onstrate th e  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  Greek 
immigrant 'iu  adapting to  the  American c u ltu re , by 'te llin g  hog fod why the  
Greek Isad g raa t earns to  Arasrlea, I t  H ill a t t e s t  to  e sp la in  h i#  c u ltu ra l 
d iffe re n c e s , the  occupations found, a s  H ell a s hen .h is  e a rly  education 
in fluenced  h is  behavior p a tte rn  in  America, The paper s i l l  a lso  show how 
th e  Gr©ek**Ainerican associations*  th e  Greek church and the Greek p re ss  in  
America Influenced  th e  Greek icm lgrant.
In
from a  p ersonal co n tac t w ith  th e  Greeks in  the  c i ty  o f  G reat F aH s, Here 
H ill  be shown the problems and adjustm ents th e  Greek immigrant made In  h is  
employment, education , recreation*  and so c ia l a c t iv i t ie s ,  as H e ll a s h is  
fam ily  l i f e ,  Bi® e ffe c ts  o f  the Greek church and th e  Greek a sso c ia tio n s 
in  G reat F a lls  w ith  the  Greek# on a n a tio n a l b a s is  a lso  s i l l  be compared,
Gr©ek»Affieiican re la tio n s  H ill be d iscussed , and in  Ghapter IF  the 
a ss im ila tio n  o f  the Greek immigrant to  American c u ltu re  H i l l  be condudedo
5o « * r i t a f l t o .  E t e  m i  m m s m c  &  im a m  tm >  p . i? « .
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were ab le  to  continue th e ir  education , and the Greek fam ilie s  who had eons 
o r  husbands in  America were h ig h ly  respected*
Frederick Haskins exp lains th e  reaction*
...a n d  i f  your b ro th er were to  go to  South America and send 
enough money back to  h is  p a ren ts in  a sin g le  y ear to  buy a  
home, and w ith  i t  a  l e t t e r  saying th a t  o th er members o f the 
fam ily  could do Ju s t as w ell* and th a t  he had p laces fo r  them 
a l l ,  w ouldn 't you want to  go? W ell, th a t 's  ex ac tly  what happens 
when the 'new* immigrant sends h is  money o rd ers home.
In  many cases a  proud fa th e r  and m other, when they  received 
such le tte r s *  pass them from hand to  hand and l e t  a l l  th e ir  
neighbors see the g re a t p ro sp e rity  o f th e ir  son, u n til  the  
whole community knows o f h is  success in  America.9
Many o th e r circum stances were responsib le  fo r  th e  G reek 's in ten se  
d e s ire  to  core to  America:
The Greek p re s s ...k e p t p laying up s to r ie s  about the 
enrichm ent o f  a  form erly i l l i t e r a t e  p easan t, and fed  
i t s  readers d a ily  w ith, th e  most fa n ta s tic  e x p lo its  and 
success o f immigrants. ^
O ccasionally a  form er Greek peasant retu rned  to  Greece w ith  fancy 
c lo th es and g en era lly  a  gold watch cm a gold  chain , and to ld  o f h is  e x p lo its  
in  America. He would t e l l  o f the many o p p o rtu n itie s aw aiting the  ones who 
would go to  seek them.
Steamship companies used propaganda methods to  induce th e  immigrant
to  come to  America, a s  the peasan t was cheap cargo to  c a n y  and d id  n o t 
31req u ire  lu x u rie s . I f  th e  peasan t d id  n o t s ta y  in  America, th e  companies 
could a lso  count on h is  passage back. I t  became q u ite  a lu c ra tiv e  b u sin ess.
^Frederick «J. H askins, Ihe Ihaalgrant. p . 4**9.
IQAWBrewn and Roucek, og. c i t . , p , 3 h l. 
M a u r ic e  R. Davie, & £ £  M i s y f i b .  P* i8 0 *
9
Also riot to  be fo rg o tten  was th e  American c a p i ta l is t ,  who was in  
weed o f  cheap, hard«w»rktng la b o r. He would use many methods to  induce 
th e  Immigrant to  come to  America,
3h f a c t , had i t  been l e f t  to  th e  in it ia t iv e  o f  the 
em igrants, th e  flow  o f im m igration to  America could 
scarcely  have reached one«half i t s  a c tu a l dim ensions, 
ihroughout our h is to ry  th ese  e f fo r ts  h ive  been in sp ired  
by one grand, e ffe c tiv e  m o tiv e ,,,th a t o f making p r o f i t  
upon the im m igrants. The d e s ire  to  g e t cheap la b o r, to  
take passenger fa re s , and to  s e l l  land  have probably 
brought more Immigrants than th e  hard  cond itio n s o f 
Europe, A sia and A frica  have se n t.12
Some Greeks came to  America because they  wanted th e  adventure ? 
th ey  wanted to  See fo r  them selves what th is  land  o f p len ty  was l ik e . 
F a irc h ild  c a l ls  th e  Greek "a wanderer, adventurous, devoted to  a  seafarin g  
l i f e , ”1?
A fter 1900, a s  th e  Greek immigrant became more n o ticeab le  on th e  
American scene, h is  lack  of knowledge o f  American custom s, h is  odd d re ss , 
«w? h is  in a b il ity  to  speftfr mwgi i »h marked fri y  a s  a  " ty p ic a l15 Greek, Ike 
new immigrants f i r s t  s e ttle d  in  th e  easte rn  s ta te s , e sp e c ia lly  New Ic rk  and 
M assachusetts, They spread g rad u ally  to  o th e r s ta te s , and census re p o rts  
show th a t th e  Greek immigrants a re  now g re a tly  d isp e rsed , lo ca ted  in  alm ost 
every  c ity  o r  s ta te  in  America.
A m inority  group, th e  Greeks c o n s titu te  a  sm all f ra c tio n  o f the 
population  o f th e  coun try , The Greek Immigrant cams to  th is  country a t  a  
tim e when th e  U nited S ta te s  was in  th e  p rocess o f  becoming a g re a t world
12John E, Commons, Bases and Immigrants in  America.- pp. 107*8.
SE* u l t . , p . 20,
81s coming to America can be oompared «ith that of 1fce pioneer, bu t
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Wm York, New England, and I l l i n o i s ,  b a t g radually  they  mired in  every
d ire c tio n  acro ss the U nited S ta te s , m ere  a re  some 301 Greek communities
in  th e  U nited S ta te s  today# and th e re  a re  v ery  few communities in  m e
16
country  w ithout one o r  'more Greek fam ilies#
Census fig u re s  reveal th a t th e re  were; 101,264 Greeks in  th e  U nited
S ta te s  in  1910? 175.972 in  1920? 174,526 in  1930i and 163,252 in  1940,
m ess fig u re s  r e f e r  to  persons bom  3m Greece proper#- In  o rd e r to  deter*
mime th e  a c tu a l number o f Americans o f  Greek o rig in , one must co nsider th e
fact- th a t many Greek immigrants were bom  o u tsid e  the p o li t ic a l  boundaries
o f  Greece, , Many -came from Turkey, B ulgaria, A lbania, Y ugoslavia, Egypt,
th e  Dodecanese Is la n d s , and Cyprus, Making allow ances f o r  th e se , m  w ail
a s fo r  those eh© came a f te r  1940, and f o r  some 300,000 bom  here o f Greek
parents#  one can sa fe ly  say th a t the  to ta l  number o f .Americans o f Greek
o rig in  in  1952 was over 600,GOO,^
Th® census figure®  a lso  rev eal a  lack  o f fem ale immigrants before'
th© 1920*24 p erio d , This perhaps could be a ttr ib u te d  to  the f a c t th a t
Greek women a re  devoted to  horn®' l i f e  and am  under s t r i c t  p a ren ta l c o n tro l,
In  1920,  th e  Greek government issued, a  decree regarding th e  em igration o f
Greek women, which s tip u la te d  th a t
She em igration o f women and minors o f th e  fem ale sex over 16 
year® o f age i s  no t allow ed u n le ss  accompanied by a  husband, 
fa th e r  o r m other, e ld e r b ro th e r, u n c le , son-in*law , brother*in~law , 
o r  o th e r n ear re la tio n ?  o r  u n less th ey  a re  in v ite d  by such persona
*6FranciB J .  Brown and loseph S . Roucek, America, p . 241. 
^ I b i d . ,  p . 242
M
 
M
 
H
O
r 
\0
 
CO
*■
3
*a
 m
N
!
th© reasons for the Greek's migration to America were unique la  
that he 414 not flan to stay la America. This undoubtedly would have i 
effect on his process of assim ilation in American culture and his a t t i i
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Although i i  i s  u su a lly  th e  receiv ing  group *hich e re c ts  b a rr ie rs  
to  acceptance* many tim es i t  may be th e  immigrant group. A study o f the 
Greek immigrant rev ea ls  th a t th e  Greek was, to  a  c e rta in  e x te n t, s e t  
a p a rt from o th e r groups in  America. The Greek immigrant has tr ie d  to  
keep h is  own language (w ith in  h is  home and so c ia l group), re lig io n  and 
customs, and has m aintained in  u n a lte red  s im p lic ity  many o f the ways and 
manners o f h is  countrymen. He h a s, to  some e x te n t, re s is te d  c u ltu ra l 
in fluences which have been Impinging upon him from surrounding groups 
w ithout lessen ing  h is  so c ia l acceptance. In  many cases he has stamped 
the  o ffsp rin g  o f in term arriage w ith h is  own c u ltu re  and tra d itio n s . The 
manner in  which th e  Greeks have re ta in ed  many o ld  forms and customs have 
made them a p articu la rly  s ig n if ic a n t group.
"The Greeks a re  a  decidedly  gregarious and c lan n ish  l o t ,  and tend 
to  herd to g e th e r,“21 As soon as a  s u ff ic ie n t number o f Greeks were 
lo ca ted  in  some c ity  o r  town in  America, they  would organize an orthodox 
community. Ib is  community includes a l l  the Greeks in  th e  lo ca lity *  I t  
e le c ts  o f f ic e rs  (a  p re s id en t, v ice -p re s id e n t, se c re ta ry , e tc )  and appoin ts 
v ario u s com m ittees. B asica lly , the  purpose o f the o rgan ization  i s
09
re lig io u s  bu t i t  a lso  i s  designed along so c ia l and f ra te rn a l l in e s . The 
prevalence o f these  communities and th e  general clannishness o f th e  Greeks 
were n o t conducive to  a ss im ila tio n .
^ F a irc h ild , c l t . , p . 113.
^ I b i d . , p . 120.
Also c ite d  by «J, P. Xenidee, Thg Qjgejcg America, p . 7%
la  the U nited S ta te s  today th e  population  includes peoples o f a l l  
r a c ia l o rig in s  and many m ixtures o f races, the population  i s  predom inantly 
i s  so a ssim ila ted  in to  one group th a t fo r  many w hites i t  i s  
n o t always p o ssib le  to  designate  su b rac ia l conposition . Bat in  the  e a rly  
1920 's the  "new" iraaigrants were n o ticeab ly  d if fe re n t in  appearance, the  
"old* immigrants included I r is h , Germans, French, Scotch, Swedish, Dutch, 
and o f  course E ng lish , and th e i r  custom s, h a b its  and speech had become 
fa m ilia r , The "new* Im m igration, which included n o t only  Greeks, but 
I ta l ia n s , P o les, lew s, Portuguese, R ussians and a  v a ried  assortm ent o f 
S lav s, was markedly d if fe re n t from th e  o ld e r im m igration. In  a d d itio n , 
th e re  were groups from th e  Near E ast which included Turks, Armenians, and 
S yrians,
fhe "new" immigrants d iffe re d  in  language, re lig io n , and many 
c u ltu ra l t r a i t s i  th e  most s ig n if ic a n t c o n tra s ts  were c u ltu ra l ra th e r  than 
r a c ia l , She "new" immigrant had a d i f f ic u l t  time making h is  adjustm ents 
to  the  dominant cu ltu re  o f the u n ite d  S ta te s  because o f  th e  sharp c o n tra s t 
w ith th e  people already  in  resid en ce, "Ihe p rejud ice  ag a in st the 
immigrants was augmented by th e  changes in  th e ir  ch arac te r and th e  d iffe r*  
e n t cond itions o f adjustm ent.*1̂
However, th e  r e a l i ty  and the sig n ifican ce  o f th e  d iffe ren ce  has been 
g re a tly  exaggerated. "Hie s ta tu s  o f  the  new immigrant could n o t be low er 
than th a t o f some o f th e  o ld  imm igrants a t  th e  tim e o f th e ir  f i r s t  a r r iv a l, 
bu t comparisons made a t  a  more recen t date  appear unfavorable to  th e  new
2h 0 F, W alter, J . ,  Race and C ulture R elatione, pp. 253<*5b,
2k
im m igrant." Thus, Xenides sa id  in  J |g  Greeks to  America,
Go halfway w ith  the  Greeks and th ey  w ill go halfway w ith 
you. The A m ericanization o f the Greeks, u n t il  re c e n tly , 
had been s u p e rf ic ia l, a s they had come to  the  U nited S ta te s  
g en era lly  w ith th e  idea o f making money and then  re tu rn in g  
to  th e ir  n a tiv e  lan d . But th ere  i s  no reason fo r  d esp a ir, 
as the  very  names o f Boston, New York, New England, e t c . , 
ind icated  th a t the e a rly  E nglish to  America were re lu c ta n t to  • 
separate  them selves from th e ir  mother country .
A d is tin c tio n  o f the Greek im m igrants, to  ad d itio n  to  th e ir  being
m ostly m ale, was th a t the m ajo rity  were to  th e  age group from Ik  to  k5
26
years o f age, w ith about 10 p e r cen t under 18 years o f age. This i s  a  
la rg e  p roportion  o f young immigrants when i t  i s  considered th a t the Greek
i » ■
im m igration was no t a  fam ily  m igration , b u t involved m ostly m ales. The 
age and sex d is tr ib u tio n  would undoubtedly have an im portant e f fe c t on the  
Greek immigrant and h is  a ssim ila tio n  to  th is  country.
A ssim ilation  has n o t always been easy fo r  any e th n ic  o r  m inority  
group, bu t in  th e  case o f the Greek imm igrant, according to  F a irc h ild ;
I t  i s  one th ing  to  have fo reig n  fam ilie s coming here to  o a st 
to  th e ir  l o t  w ith th is  n a tio n  permanently} I t  i s  q u ite  another 
to  have la rg e  groups o f males coming over, e ith e r  w ith the 
expectation  o f re tu rn in g  u ltim a te ly  to  th e ir  n a tiv e  lan d , o r 
liv in g  to  th is  country w ithout fam ily  connections fo r  an indef­
in ite  number o f y ea rs . Such groups form an unnatu ral elem ent to  
our populatlon_and a l t e r  the  problem o f a ss im ila tio n  very  
considerably . '
^ T a f t ,  og. c l t . .  p . 77.
^X en id es, eg* e i t . , p . 78.
26F a irc h lld , eg . P i t . ,  p . 313.
2^Heniy P ra tt F a irc h ild , Im m igration, p , 196.
The p roportion  o f Greek s a le s  to  fem ales was about seven to  one
in  fee  p erio d  from 1901 to  1910 and remained unchanged u n til  1920*2**,
28when sa le  im m igfints to ta le d  14,928 ag a in st 12,829 females,, G enerally 
S p e a k in g ,  th e  male immigrant m s  conten t w ith  a  bed in  which to  sleep , 
reg a rd less o f i t s  lo c a tio n , food to  e a t , and something to  keep h is  body 
war®. Although th is  m s  no t always fee  case , u su a lly  fee  Immigrant would 
end up in  a room o r  share a  room w ith  someone o f h is  own n a tio n a lity . 
G enerally  suoh accommodations were lo ca ted  in  low re n t a reas o f fee  c ity , 
and the undesirab le  dw elling would c la s s ify  th e  individual*
Xenides feu s summarises th e  fam ily l i f e  o f fee  Greek immigrant:
I t  i s  no t f a r  from the  tru th  to  say th a t 20 p e r cen t o f fee  
Greeks in  America have th e ir  fam ilie s w ith  them* fee  r e s t  a re  
e ith e r  unm arried o r  have f e e ir  fam ilie s  in  th e  homeland. The 
number o f fam ilie s has been growing la te ly , both by m arriage in  
th e  U nited S ta te s  and m arried men bringing th e ir  fam ilie s  from 
Greece o r  Turkey. Men cams alone fo r  economic reasons, a s sums 
o f money in s ig n ific a n t in  fee  U nited S ta te s  were o f g rea t value 
and serv ice  on th e  o fe e r s id e . They worked in  the U nited S ta te s  
and sen t money heme, *3*
C. EMPLOYMENT
G enerally  speaking th e  Greek immigrant was n o t re a d ily  accepted.
He was happy and ap p rec ia tiv e  o f  h is  opportun ity  in  America, bu t was
th ink ing  o f re tu rn in g  ‘home1 again . O ccupational and re s id e n tia l
m o b ility  id e n tifie d  fee  Greek immigrant as a member of th e  upper*lower 
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so c ia l c la s s . He could n o t speak fee  English language; he worked on
2% .S . Bureau Census R eport. 1910.
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jobs th a t P e te r Roberts c a lle d  p a ra s it ic , c a te rin g  to  the  minor wants 
o f Americans ( fo r  example, shoe sh in es, f r u i t  stan ds, e tc .)?  he liv e d  
in  undesirab le  lo c a tio n s , and he saved h is  money. These tendencies d id  
not make i t  easy fo r  the Greek immigrant to  become assim ila ted .
However, Brewton Berry g ives a d e fin itio n  o f a ssim ila tio n  th a t 
may add sou® l ig h t  on ju s t how d i f f ic u l t  i t  was fo r the Greek to  a ss im ila te  i
By a ssim ila tio n  we mean th e  process whereby groups w ith 
d iffe re n t c u ltu re s  come to  have a common c u ltu re , no t 
m erely such item s o f the c u ltu re  as d re ss , knives and fo rk s, 
language, food, sp o rts , and autom obiles, which a re  re la tiv e ly  
easy to  app recia te  and acq u ire , but a lso  those le s s  tang ib le  
item s such as v a lu es, memories, sen tim ents, ideas and a ttitu d e s .
A ssim ilation  re fe rs  thus to  th e  fu sio n  o f c u ltu ra l h e rita g e s , 
and must be d istin g u ish ed  from amalgamation, which denotes the 
b io lo g ic a l m ixture o f o rig in a lly  d is t in c t  ra c ia l s tra in s . I t  
must be d istin g u ish ed , to o , from n a tu ra lis a tio n , a  p o lit ic a l  
concept denoting the a c t o r process o f adm itting an a lie n  to  the 
s ta tu s  and p riv ile g e s  o f a c itiz e n , A m ericanization, o f course, 
i s  simply a  sp ec ia l case o f a ss im ila tio n , and re fe rs  to  the 
process whereby a person o f some fo re ig n  h e ritag e  acqu ires the 
customs, Id ea ls and lo y a ltie s  o f American so c ie ty , ju s t  a s 
E uropeanization, R ussian ization , and Germanization denote a 
s im ila r process w ith resp ec t to  thes§?c u ltu re s . These term s are  
re la te d  but a re  n o t in terchan geab le .3*
Considering th is  d e fin itio n  o f a ss im ila tio n , th e  Greek immigrant 
d id  acqu ire  the v a lu es, the ideas and th e  a ttitu d e s , although i t  may n o t 
have appeared so on th e  su rface . He d id  remain in  America, even though he 
d id  n o t o rig in a lly  in tend to  do so . He became assim ila ted  w ith the  o u t- 
group, p rim arily  through h is  employment.
The economic em ancipation o f th e  Greek immigrant i s  described by
^ R o b e rts , og. c l t . . pp. 60-61. 
•^B erry, og. c i t . . p . 210.
P ro fesso r B, A, Boss, who w rite s!
Once h is  fo o t i s  on the  f i r s t  s te p , th e  saving and commercial 
minded Greek d im b s. From curb to  stan d , from stand  to  s to re , 
from l i t t l e  s to re  to  b ig  s to re , to  th e  chain  o f s to re s , to  branch 
s to re w ln  o t te r  c i t i e s .  Such a re  the s ta g es in  h is  upward
p a th ,
Ross* statem ent a lso  shows, concerning th e  occupational h a b its  o f
th e  Greek immigrant, th a t the Greek businessman has d isp e rsiv e  tendencies.
thus th e  worker in  a  candy s to re  o r  re s ta u ra n t, when en te rin g  business
fo r  h im self , seldom lo ca ted  h is  © stablishm snt in  th e  environment where
he had been employed, He would freq u en tly  lo c a te  in  another e i t y . ^
The Greek immigrant worked c h ie fly  in  th e  re s ta u ra n t, th e  h o te l b u siness,
flow er tra d e , fu r  tra d e , th e a tre , tobacco shop and boot=»blaek and hat*
35
clean ing  estab lishm ents. Although many cam© to  work in  m ills ,
fa c to r ie s  and ra ilro a d s , they  u su a lly  ended up in  a  business o f th e ir  own
i f  and when th e  opportun ity  occurred. The Greek immigraiit would work
hard and render s a tis fa c to ry  se rv ice  to  th e  p u b lic ; a s  a  r e s u l t , he could
make money and advance h is  business*
Before delving fu rth e r  in to  th e  employment o f  the Greek iaaalgrant,
mention should be made o f  th e  so -ca lled  *nadrene* system eoployed by the
Greeks in  America, This method o f  employment i s  alm ost a  system o f
36
slavery# introduced in  th is  country by the I ta l ia n s , Padrone i s  an
o r  m aster. E stab lished  I ta l ia n s  in  th e  U nited
E d w ard  A. Ross, The jg g  World Jn  J£e> lew , pp. 186^187.
•^Brown and Rouoek, gg. c l t . , p . 3^5 
^X en ides, gg, c l t . . pp. 81*8*1-.
36F a irc h ild , op. c l t . , p . 27h .
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K  To preserve the M e tis  o f th e  Greek Orthodox 
Church.
5* To secure th e  moral and m ateria l a ss is ta n ce  et
h5
th e  Union towards th e  needs o f  Greece.
Perhaps the most in f lu e n tia l and b e st known Greek f r a te rn ity  is  
Ahepa, th e  American H ellen ic E ducational P rogressive A ssociation , founded 
in  A tlan ta , G eorgia, Ju ly  26, 1922,
The Order o f Ahepa was o r ig in a lly  organised as a  n a tio n a l se c re t 
so c ie ty 1 by a  sm all group of Greeks l a  A tlan ta , Membership has never been 
lim ite d  to  Greeks alone, and i t s  m eetings were conducted ex c lu siv e ly  in  
the  E nglish language. I t s  main aims a re  to  make th e  immigrant conscious 
o f h is  noble h e rita g e , and to  help  him adopt the American c u ltu re  rap id ly  
through c o n ta c ts , n a tu ra lis a tio n , and o th e r means. The goals o f  the 
Ahepa a re :
A. To promote and encourage lo y a lty  to  th e  U nited S ta te s  
o f America, a lleg ian ce  to  i t s  c o n s titu tio n  and tra d itio n s , 
obedience to  th e  law s o f th e  lan d , including the law s o f  the 
sev era l s ta te s  o f  the Union, and th e  ordinances o f a l l  le g a lly  
co n stitu ted  subdiv isions th e re o f i
So To in s tru c t i t s  members in  th e  te n e ts  and p rin c ip le s  o f 
democracy, in  th e  methods and operation  o f p o l i t ic a l  l i f e  
in  th e  U nited S ta te s , and to  in sp ire  the  e n tire  membership 
w ith  a  genuine reverence fo r  the  m ajesty o f  th e  law?
C. To i n s t i l l  in  every one o f i t s  members a  sin cere  love 
fo r  th e  U nited s ta te s ,  i t s  h is to ry  and tr a d itio n s , a  due 
ap p recia tio n  o f  the p riv ile g e  o f  c itiz e n sh ip , and th e  sacred 
d u tie s  a tten d an t therew ith}
^SPoL, C orylos, ‘‘Greek American O rganizations," The Aheoan.
(A p ril 1919) 7*13*5.
^ O rd e r o f Ahepa, Yearbook, 19^9,
D. To encourage i t s  members always to  be profoundly 
in te re s te d , and a c tiv e ly  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  tee  p o litic a l*  
c iv i l ,  so c ia l and commercial l i f e  o f  te e  S u ited  S ta te s , 
and to  s tr iv e  always f o r  i t s  betterm ent}
S . To promote throughout te e  w orld, © specially  in  th e  
U nited S ta te s  o f America, a  b e tte r  and more comprehensive 
understanding o f  te e  H ellen ic peoples and n a tio n a l and to  
rev iv e , c u ltiv a te , en rich , and m arshal in to  eerv iee fo r  
humanity te e  n o b lest a ttr ib u te s  and h ig h est id e a ls  o f tru e  
Hellenism.^
F urther aims o f  th e  o rg an isa tio n  a re  to  promotes
American L oyalty to  th e  U nited S ta te s  o f  
America, re sp ec t fo r  i t s  law s 
attachm ent to  i t s  p rin c ip le s  and tra d itio n s ,
H ellen ic  B e tte r understanding o f  th e  Greek people 
and te e  fo s te rin g  o f c u ltu re  based on 
the noble a ttr ib u te s  and th e  high id e a ls  
o f le H e n ic  thought.
E ducational P ra c tic a l education  p a r tic u la r ly  d ire c te d  
to  th e  bu ild ing  up o f manly ch arac te r and 
conduct based on C h ris tia n  and u se fu l 
endeavor.
P rogressive P rogress in  ou tlook , e ffic ie n c y  in  procedure 
and an in te llig e n t exam ination o f l i f e ’s 
m anifold problem s.
A ssociation  te e  b e n e fits  o f a sso c ia tio n  w ith  a  view to
providing so c ia l c o n ta c ts , c lo se r  re la tio n sh ip s  
and an o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  develop frien d sh ip s a n d  
c o o p e ra tio n ,^
tee  o rg an isa tio n  spread terougbout America ra p id ly . Today in  
America th e re  a re  sev era l lodges in  alm ost a l l  te e  la rg e r  c i t ie s .  The 
c i ty  o f G reat F a lls  has an a c tiv e  lodge o f  7 5  members com prising m ostly 
Greek im m igrants,*^ te e  n a tio n a l o rg an isa tio n  b o asts a  membership o f  many
b o rd e r  0/  Ahepa, C o n stitu tio n . 1 9 3 7  
^ Ib M .
ho '
^ O rd e r o f  Ahepa, S ecre tary ’s  M inutes. G reat F a lls  Lodge # 2 2 9
prom inent Americans such us the la te  F ranklin  Delano R oosevelt, Harry S. 
Truman and P resid en t Dwight B. Eisenhower.^0
Much o f th e  success o f the o rgan ization  cane about by th e  d e fea t o f  
th e  Greek army and th e  e x tirp a tio n  o f th e  Greek population  in  A sia Minor. 
The lea d e rs  o f the o rg an isatio n  say th a t th e  Greeks in  America were com­
p le te ly  dem oralized and had accepted a d e fe a tis t a tt i tu d e . Thus th e  e ffe c t 
on th e  Greek people was to  make th e ir  newly founded home in  America a  p lace 
to  s ta y . This hastened the process o f A m ericanization co nsiderab ly .^ -
A y ear a f te r  the founding o f Ahepa in  A tlan ta , th e  Greek American 
P rogressive A ssociation , o r GAPA, was founded in  P ittsb u rg , Pennsylvania. 
This group a lso  aimed a t  th e  p erp e tu atio n  o f Greek tra d itio n  by c u ltiv a tin g  
Greek le t t e r s  and love fo r  the Greek Orthodox re lig io n . Membership i s  
lim ite d  to  Greeks, and th e  Greek language i s  spoken ex c lu siv e ly  a t  th e  
m eetings.
The aim o f the GAPA as o u tlin ed  in  i t s  c o n s titu tio n  i s  a s follow s*
1 . To promote and encourage among i t s  members lo y a lty  and 
a lleg ian ce  to  th e  c o n s titu tio n  and laws o f th e  U nited s ta te s*
2 . To teach persons o f Greek n a tio n a lity  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  
the p rin c ip le s , id e a ls , and d o c trin es o f American c itiz e n sh ip , 
and to  urge i t s  members to  become c itizen s*
% To promote b e tte r  understanding between the  American and Greek
peoples?
K  To c u ltiv a te  and preserve th e  Greek language and to  strengthen  
th e  re lig io u s  sentim ents according to  th e  d o c trin e  o f th e  Greek* 
Orthodox Church;
5°Order o f  Ahepa, Yearbook. 1959 
^•Brown and Roucek, <&. c ji£ ., p . 353.
5* To p reserve and develop the H ellen ic  id e a ls  and tra d itio n s?
A, Do cooperate in  benevolent and p h ilan th ro p ic  works
? . To in sp ire  in  I t s  mantoers h i #  moral standards; to  promote 
th e  s p i r i t  o f good fellow ship  and a ltru ism s to  a id  th e ir  
fam ilie s in  case o f need .5*
Although th e  two o rgan izations have n ea rly  th e  same number o f 
lo d ges, (Ahepa, 501. 0APA, th e  GAPA has more memberst 22,000 to
!?,500*53 As  f a r  a s  could be determ ined, th e  GAPA was never o rgan ised  in  
Montana, and no record  o f such an o rg an isa tio n  e x is ts  in  G reat F a lls .
I t  should be noted here th a t an inform al o rgan izatio n  symbolic o f  the 
Greeks and th e  Greek community, known an th e  "Coffee-House" was formed 
in  G reat F a lls , however,
the im m ig ra n t com m unities' in  America' have tr ie d  to  b ring  o u t in  
th e  coffee-house what i s  intended to  meet th e  ta s te s  and h a b its  o f the  
Greek, B ulgarian and Turkish elem ents, Which do n o t patron ize  th e  American 
sa lo o n * ^  The coffee-house u su a lly  i s  a  la rg e , w e ll-lig h te d  room, o r  rooms, 
fu rn ished  w ith sn a il ta b le s  and p la in  c h a irs . I t  g en era lly  serves nothing 
more than Turkish coffee and B adava. a  Greek p a s try . Some have been 
known to  serve te a  and c o ffe e , however, as w ell as s o f t  d rin k s and ice
cream ,56
The coffee-house has always been th e  p lace  Where most Greeks have
5 % reek -Jteriea ii P rogressive A ssociation , C o n stitu tio n  and By-Laws 
o f the  Mens Lodges.
53Brown and Boucek, x ,  e i t , ,  p . 353,
5 W  Community o f Croat f a lls , Rooorda. 1918-1959.
*  * * .  * .  f t *  *  a .  ^ t ^
56Ib ld . ■ p . 127.
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g re a t in fluence upon th e  Greek immigrant,,
the f i r s t  Greek newspaper in  th e  U nited S ta te s  m s  geo£ Kosmos.
This m s  published fo r  a few months In  1892 In  Boston,^2 Perhaps the 
two b eet known Greek newspapers in  America a re  two d a ilie s*  The A tlan tis  
(founded in  189k) and the R ational H erald (founded In  1915)• both 
published in  New fork* Although th e  newspaper has been b e n e fic ia l to  
th e  Greek immigrant* a t  tim es i t  has been considered in ju rio u s . While i t  
has helped the  Greek to  understand American l i f e  b e tte r , i t  h a s, a t  the 
same tim e, Informed them o f news o f p o lit ic a l  and economic events in  
Greece. The re s u lts  would have been b e n e fic ia l had an im p a rtia l p o licy  
been follow ed, bu t no Greek paper pursued such a p o lic y , and th e  r e s u lt  was 
n o t always fo r  th e  b e st in te re s ts , l a  many ease s , th e  p o l i t ic a l  b a ttle s  
o f  Greece were fought ju s t  a s in te n se ly  in  Graek-Ameriean communities as 
they  were in  G r e e c e . jhe  n a tu re  o f the  newspaper men who came from 
Greece was steeped in  tra d itio n  o f nationalism . Greek e d ito rs  in  America, 
being b e tte r  informed on cu rran t events in  Greece, o ften  emphasized th a t 
tr a d itio n , thu s neg lectin g  a c tiv ity  in  tho new world to  some e x te n t.
■ Both the A tla n tis  and th e  N ational H erald a re  w ritte n  in  th e  Greek 
language i however, a  weekly supplement In  E nglish i s  now found in  both 
p apers. This supplement i s  aimed a t  th e  young Greek^Amerlcan, and many 
a r t ic le s  o f in te re s t to  youth can be found th e re . The Greek is  a  devoted 
read er o f the Greek paper, and as F a irch ild  has noted! "Along w ith h is  
Ghareh th e  Greek demands h is  newspaper.
^Brown and Rouoek, o l t . , p . t k l 0
^Brewn and Roueak, OjiS R acial and N ational M in o ritie s, p . 355« 
^ F a irc h ild , d t . , p . 209.
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CHAPTER I I I
TEH GREEK IMMIGRANT IK GREAT FAHS
Research on th e  Greek Immigrant In  G reat F a lls  Has conducted 
p rim arily  through personal co n tac t w ith the Greek people o f the  community* 
Church records were read , and personal v i s i t s  and attendance a t  so c ia l 
fu n ction s gave the  w rite r  a  f a i r ly  accurate  account o f Greek c u ltu re  In  the 
c ity  o f  G reat F a lls .
G reat F a lls  i s  th e  la rg e s t c ity  in  Montana, w ith a 1950 population  
o f 39,214 people. In  1900 th e  to ta l  population  was 14,930, The m etropoli­
tan  population  in  1950 was 45,721s w hile the January, 1958, estim ate  was 
70,320 fo r  the m stropolitan  a rea  and S4,4bl fo r  the c i ty  l im its . An 
estim ated  60 p e r cen t o f  the population  a re  in d u s tr ia l w orkers, and 90 p er 
cen t a re  American-born. 1
The c ity  o f G reat F a lls , a s the name in d ic a te s , i s  lo ca ted  n ear tine 
G reat F a lls  o f th e  M issouri R iver. Because o f i t s  n e a rly  c e n tra l location*  
i t  serves as the tra d e -c e n te r fo r  h a lf  o f the s ta te ’s  popu lation ,
The Anaconda Cospary, w ith  i t s  e le c tro ly tic  p la n t, sin e  re fin e ry , and 
rod and w ire m ills , i s  the la rg e s t  Ind u stry  In  G reat F a lls . O ther Im portant 
in d u s trie s  in  G reat F a lls  Include the  f lo u r © Ills , o i l  r e f in e r ie s , and the 
G reat N orthern and Milwaukee ra ilro a d s . G reat F i l l s  a lso  serves a s  the
business c e n te r fo r  a  la rg e  a g ric u ltu ra l a rea  and Malmstrom A ir Force Base,
2lo ca ted  two m iles e a s t, adds to  th e  economy o f the c ity . Many new
f o l k ’s G reat F a ils  C ity  D irecto ry . R, L. Polk and C o., 1958, p . IX.
% re a t F a lls  Chamber o f  Commerce, In terview  w ith  S ecre tary .
in d u s trie s  have come to  G reat F a lls  sine© i t s  beginning, but th e  c ity  has 
remained q u ite  s ta b le  and has n o t experienced a  su p e rfic ia l o r  •’boon® 
growth except f o r  the 1890-1900 and 1910*1920 p e rio d s,
m  the e a rly  1900’s G reat F a l ls ’ main in d u stry  was th e  Anaconda 
Company sm elter and the ra ilro a d . The lo c a l economy was dependent on 
these two in d u s tr ie s , d ire c tly  o r In d ire c tly , fo r  i t s  ex isten ce .
The growth o f  population  in  any c ity  i s  p a r tly  determ ined by th e  
expansion o f the community’s in d u s tr ia l p o te n tia l. In d u strie s  developed 
in  G reat F a lls  and lab o r was e a s ily  supp lied . Except fo r  th e  ra ilro a d s , 
th e re  was no need to  im port cheap la b o r in to  G reat F a lls , Although the 
ra ilro a d s  were responsib le  fo r b ring ing  most o f th e  Greek immigrants in to  
Montana and G reat F a lls , the Greeks d id  n o t, fo r  th e  most p a r t, th rea ten  
the employment com petition, and as a  r e s u lt  th e  Greek immigrants were n o t 
a  d ra in  on th e  economy o f the c ity . The work the Greek immigrants were 
doing on th e  ra ilro a d s  was u n sk ille d , hard  work and n o t a  d e sirab le  fo ra  
o f employment.
From 1900 to  1910, the  la rg e s t fo reign-born  groups in  Cascade 
County and G reat F a lls  were the immigrants from Canada, A u stria , Sweden, 
Germany, England a id  Norway, w ith th e  la rg e s t s in g le  group being the 
Canadians. This was th e  "foreign" elem ent in  G reat F a lls  when th e  Greek 
immigrant a rriv e d . There was no record  o f Greeks in  Cascade County o r 
G reat F a lls  p r io r  to  1900. Of the  to ta l  fo reign-born  population  o f 8,216 
in  Cascade County in  1900, 571 were l i s te d  under "o ther co u n tries" which
%'&• BsmsiMSsms.fisasaftg.*
may have I n c lu d e d  Greeks, B u tte , Montana showed t h e  l a t e s t  JtO£elgn«bom 
population  in  Montana a t  th a t tim e * 1 0 ,m * *
She Greek immigrant came to  Montana in  la rg e  numbers in  the  e a rly  
1900‘s ,  th e re  were 1,905 foreign-born  Greeks In  Montana in  1910.^ Most 
o f  th ese  immigrants came to  Montana w ith the ra ilro a d  and s e ttle d  in  the 
ra ilro a d  cen ters o f Missoula* G reat F a lls , Havre, B illin g s , Helena, Cut 
Bank, and Livingston* Many o f the Greek im m igrants, however, d id  n o t stay  
w ith  th e  ra ilro a d  in  Montana, U sually they  opened a sm all business them* 
se lv e s , such as f r u i t  s tan d s, grocery  s to re s , re s ta u ra n ts , e tc .
Brown and Roueek describe  the  Greek immigrant a s  "am bitious,
adap tab le, v e rs a ti le , and most o f a l l ,  th r if ty .  He s e t  o u t fo r  h im self a s
£
soon a s  he had accumulated a  sm all c a p ita l ,"0 This seemed to  be the 
tendency o f the Greek immigrant in  Montana, He g en era lly  l e f t  the ra ilro a d  
a f te r  h is  o b lig a tio n s were m et, and w ith what l i t t l e  c a p ita l he had saved, 
he went in to  o th er types o f employment.
In  Montana, as w ell a s  n a tio n a lly , th e  Greek Immigrant worked a s a  
la b o re r. He came to  America looking fo r  a  job . I f  he had one before he 
came to  th is  country , he would be heading fo r  a  shoe-shine p a rlo r , o r  a  r a i l ­
road o r  lumber camp. When he had no jo b , he would s ta y  o r  go to  the c i t ie s  
and look fo r  work th a t d id  no t req u ire  s k i l l .  This m s  u su a lly  in  a  m ill o r
**X bid.
5I b i d ,
6B m m  and Roucek, Our R acial and. N ational M ^ i t l e g ,  p ,
a  h o te l o r  re s ta u ra n t .̂ 7 In  1910 most o f th e  Greek im m igrants were lo ca ted  
in  th e  la rg e r  Montana c i t ie s .  G reat F a lls  had 69 Greek immigrants a t  th a t 
tim e, P resen tly  G reat F a lls  has the  la rg e s t Greek population in  Montana* 
approxim ately 250. o f  which 96 a re  fo reign-born . 8
A. EHPIXmffiJJT
' i
In  1910 th e re  were no Greek fam ilie s reported  in  G reat F alls*  and*
according to  the census rep o rts  mentioned e a r l ie r ,  th e re  were 69 Greek
Im m igrants, bachelors o r men who l e f t  th e ir  fam ilie s  in  Greece* Most o f
th ese  men worked fo r  the ra ilro a d  and liv e d  in  box o ars provided by the
company o r in  cheap rooming houses o r  h o te ls  in  an undesirab le  sec tio n  o f
the c ity . Like th e ir  fellow  countrymen elsew here in  America, these
Montana Greek Immigrants were p rim arily  in te re s te d  in  making money and
even tu ally  re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  homeland. I t  was n o t too long a f te r  th e ir
a r r iv a l, however, th a t many o f them l e f t  the ra ilro a d  to  work fo r  them selves.
By 1910 Greek immigrants owned a coffee-house, a  confectionary  and two
re s ta u ra n ts  in  G reat F a lls . At th e  p resen t time in  th a t c ity  th e re  a re
sev era l Greek-owned b u sin esses, including  two g ro ce rie s , two restau ran ts*
a  soda fo u n tain  and confectionary  s to re , a shoe shining and h a t cleaning
establishm ent* a  th e a tre , a  laundry and dry cleaning establishm ent and
9sev era l re n ta l development p ro jects*
There were h ard ly  any employment problems fo r  the Greek immigrant
? Ib ld .
gmaaa s i mm% ggsasfes* 2M  M
% re a t F a lls  Chamber o f Commerce, R eport.
r*
0
3
 
1
1
$
1
1
t1
1
$ I
m
i
At the same time of the arrival of the f irs t Greek immigrants to
1
1I!
i
n
 
$
o> 
©
1
1
1
1
fe.
O utside o f  the severa l self-ow ned businesses in  G reat F a lls  today, 
the Greek immigrant can be found m ostly in  ra ilro a d  occupations, p rim arily  
in  th e  sec tio n s and shops. O ther Greek immigrants a re  employed as b a rb ers, 
bakers, ta i lo r s  o r shoe sh in e rs, Even today, most o f the Greek immigrants 
have not attem pted to  seek employment o th er than  in  the tra d e s  w ith which 
they are  fa m ilia r,
B. EDUCATION
On th e ir  a rr iv a l in  G reat F a lls  the Greeks had a sso rted  problem s, 
bu t most o f them arose from the  f a c t  th a t they  were i l l i t e r a t e  and d id  n o t 
take too many pains to  c o rre c t th e  s itu a tio n . U sually a  spokesman fo r  the 
group would do a l l  o f th e  buying and make th e  necessary  so c ia l co n tac ts fo r  
the whole group. For exasp le, "On the G reat Northern R ailroad  the bosses 
mulcted each lab o re r a d o lla r  a month fo r  an in te rp re te r . n̂ Z A Greek who 
knew a  l i t t l e  E nglish could g e t a  Greek peddler a rre s te d  In  o rd er to  g e t
13
an in te rp re te r ’s fe e . This u n e th ica l p ra c tic e  occurred o ften  among the 
Greek im m igrants.
Poor labo rin g  conditions s t i l l  were n o t enough o f an Incen tive fo r  
the  m ajo rity  to  le a rn  the English language, a s  the Greek immigrant would 
spend most o f h ia  le is u re  tim e w ith o th e r Greek im m igrants, u su a lly  in  a  
coffee-house, and d id  n o t fe e l the need fo r  knowledge o f the E nglish 
language.
■^Edward Alsworth Ross, The Old World in  the  New, p . 214.
l3 M * .  bp* 294- 295.
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Greek elem ent ©f the  G reet F a lls  community, Greek immigrants enjoy going 
to  someone's home to  spend the  evening talk ing* The v i s i t s  a re  frequent 
and refreshm ents a re  always served* Kany tim es Greek p a s try  o r  candy 
w ill  be served w ith e ith e r  co ffee  o r  tea* V is its  daring the day a re  
u su a lly  made by th e  women, b u t in  th e  evenings th e  men jo in  them a f te r
th e ir  v i s i t s  to  th e  coffee house o r , a s  i s  th e  ease in  G reat F a lls  now,
\
in  one o f the lo c a l Greek grocery  s to re s . The evening i s  u su a lly  spen t 
in  v is i t in g , bu t on sp ec ia l occasions, such as S a in ts ’ days, th ese  
occasions a re  more fe s tiv e  and include dancing, playing phonograph reco rds, 
sin g in g , e tc .
The Greek does no t c e leb ra te  h is  b irth d ay , b u t in stea d  he eel©* 
b ra te s  h is  "name day” ** the day o f  the s a in t a f te r  whom he i s  named.
F riends and re la tiv e s  v i s i t  on these  occasions and enjoy music and 
dancing, playing indoor games and, o f  course, v is i t in g . The more Im portant 
name days (approxim ately a  doaen in  number) a re  considered "holy days, " 
and a  Mass i s  c e leb ra ted , Women a b sta in  from work as much a s  p o ss ib le , 
and a  p a rty  w ith  open house i s  h e ld  a t  a l l  homes which have a  member o f 
the  fam ily  named a f te r  the p a r tic u la r  s a in t, such as S t, George, Then the  
Greek fa m ilie s  v i s i t  them, going from house to  house u n til  a l l  the  "Georges" 
a re  v i s i t e d ,^  The p laying o f "Greek" phonograph records i s  p a r t  o f the 
f e s t iv i t ie s  enjoyed by the imm igrant, Homa*aade p a s tr ie s  and a  liq u e u r a re  
served ,
Mayone S tyeos, "Community Cohesion Among the  Greeks o f  Bridgetown, 
quoted from Race P rejud ice and D iscrim ination .  Arnold K, Rose, p , 3©h,
Another sp ec ia l day o f  ce leb ra tio n  fo r  the Greek people in  G reat 
F a lls  i s  Greek Independence Day, March 25. On th is  day a  la rg e  so c ia l 
gathering  is  h e ld  in  the church basement, •which serves a s the community 
rec rea tio n  h a ll . Food prepared by th e  members o f th e  church committee Is  
Served,
"The Greek i s  very  lo y a l to  the n a tio n a l a p p e tite -b la c k  o liv e s , 
brown bread and g o a t's  c h e e se ." ^  On th e  occasion th a t I  a ttended , ro a s t 
lamb and a co ld  beverage were served in  ad d itio n  to  the o liv e s , b read , and 
cheese. Everyone a te  and drank throughout the evening. The food was 
p laced  on la rg e  ta b le s , and the  serv ers were male workers o f th e  church 
committee. Speeches were made by th e  p resid en t o f the  church committee 
and o th er lo c a l Greek community o f f ic ia ls ,  and a b lessin g  was presented  by 
th e  Greek p r ie s t . Dancing to  phonograph records follow ed the ceremony, 
and the n a tiv e  Greek dance was performed by alm ost a l l  p resen t. The dance 
is  formed in  a sem i-c irc le  w ith a  le a d e r and the fo llow ers holding hands.
The lead e r and th e  person nex t to  him hold a handkerchief which enables 
the le a d e r to  move more f re e ly . Each lead e r had h is  own dance, and many 
g estu res -  such as touching the to e s and junking in  the a i r  -  accompany the 
dance. The women lead ers were more conservative in  th e ir  lead in g . The 
fo llow ers d id  n o t go through a l l  the ac tio n s o f th e i r  le a d e r but merely 
walked in  s te p . No one knew i f  th e  dances were sym bolic. Most o f them sa id  
th a t they danced th a t way in  th e ir  "p art o f th e  o ld  coun try ." Money, 
u su a lly  sm all co in s, was thrown on th e  f lo o r by frien d s  o f the  le a d e r, and
•^Edward A. S te in e r, On the T ra il of the  Immigrant, p . 283.
k z
th is  money went in to  th e  church committee ibnd.
On August 15 , the F east e f  th e  B lessed V irgin Mary, a  Greek community 
p icn ic  i s  held* This i s  an anim al a f f a i r ,  and w ith th e  exception e f  Greek 
dancing* i s  no d if fe re n t from any o th e r group p icn ic ,
E a s te r i s  considered th e  "biggest"church holiday  o f the year? i t  i s  
even more ce leb ra ted  than C hristm as, A m idnight serv ice  i s  h e ld  in  the 
church, a f te r  which fam ilie s re tu rn  home fo r  a la rg e  d inner, A s p e c ia lity  
fo r  E aste r i s  a  doughnut-like cookie ca lled  "koolooria" and red~dyed E aste r
eggs. D espite the  la te  hour, i t  i s  a  fam ily a f f a i r  and the ch ild ren  are
p resen t.
Another fe s tiv e  occasion ce leb ra ted  by th e  G reat F a lls  Greeks i s
Mew fear*  s  Day, c a lle d  the  "B a s ilo p lta ," Bread w ith a co in  in  i t  i s  mad#
and served on th is  occasion. They c a ll  th e  bread "S t, B a s il 's  b re a d ,"
and the one who rece iv es the p iece w ith  the coin in  i t  i s  supposed to  have
good luck  fo r  the coming y ear. Each fam ily b rin g s th e  bread to  a  so c ia l
g ath erin g , when the  u sual evening o f dancing, eating  and v is itin g  takes
p lace . An adm ission i s  u su a lly  charged* w ith proceeds donated to  th e  S t.
B asil Orphans1 Academy in  Mew York C ity ,
A Greek wedding i s  a lso  time fo r  a  g re a t ce leb ra tio n . This i s  tru e
even when the m arriage i s  a  mixed m arriage, a s long as i t  i s  held  in  the
Greek church. The Greeks a re  stro n g ly  s e t  a g a in st marrying anyone n o t o f
Greek descent* b u t once th e  mixed m arriage has taken p lace , th ere  i s  a
17re lu c ta n t acceptance o f the a c t, Greek immigrants have come to  to le ra te  
■^Arnold M, Rose, Race P rejud ice and D iscrim ination , p . 3°?,
in te r-m arriag e  in  G reat F a lls , although west o f the® s t i l l  p re fe r an a l l -  
18Greek m arriage* th e  p aren ts o f  the Greek boy o r  g i r l  she m arries a non-
Greek do n o t approve o f the re la tio n sh ip , b a t because o f close  fam ily  t ie s ,
and perhaps p rid e , the m arriage i s  accepted, The Greek p aren ts express
disappointm ent and make every e f f o r t  to  have the non-Greek member le a rn
many of th e  Greek customs, such as Greek cooking, a c tiv e  p a rtic ip a tio n  in
so c ia l fu n c tio n s, and attendance a t  the se rv ices o f th e  Greek Orthodox church.
The immigrant Greeks who have m arried non-Greeks in  G reat F a lls  a re
sm all in  number, b u t a  survey o f th e  second generation  Greeks showed th a t
o u t o f  28 m arriages o f Greek parentage in  G reat F a lls  from the period  1950
to  1958, 22 involved non-Greeks, Of th is  number o f mixed m arriages, 12
involved second generation  Greek boys.
The number o f mixed m arriages by g ir ls  compared w ith  th a t o f boys
does no t In d ica te  a  strong Greek community p ressu re  in  G reat F a lls  on the
19second generation  fem ale, as I s  th e  case on a  n a tio n a l b a s is . The Greek
p aren ts in  America have more co n tro l o f the fem ale member o f th e  fam ily in
regard  to  m arriage.
In  G reat F a lls  the second generation  male and fem ale freq u en tly
avoid Greek-Greek re la tio n s  in  so c ia l a c t iv i t ie s . Many claim  th a t they
p a rtic ip a te  in  the  so c ia l fu n ction s to  s a tis fy  th e ir  p a ren ts but p re fe r
20
a c t iv i t ie s  ou tside th e  Greek community,
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  p aren ts o f Greek-non-Greek m arriages,
^D oro thy  Lee, "Some Im plications o f C ulture from In terperso n al 
R e la tio n s,"  S ocial casework. 31s358.
2°IhfortQ ation received  from in terv iew  w ith  a  second generation  group 
o f Greeks* predom inantly o f m arriageable age.
44
. The o ften  c r itiz e d  "dowry system ," which sapped a l l  th e  romance 
o u t o f  m arita l i l la t io n s  in  G re ec e ,^  i s  no t ev iden t in  G reat F a lls , The 
in cen tiv e  o f th is  system  in  Greece was to  secure enough money and w ealth 
fo r  the g i r l  to  enable h er to  gain  a  d e sirab le  husband, Although many o f 
th e  Greek g i r l s  o f the second generation  d id  have "hope” ch ests , no dowry 
was reason fo r  m arriage even in  Greek-Greek m arriages.
N early a l l  o f th e  immigrant Greeks m arried women from Greece and 
these m arriages were secured by sending money to  Greece to  have the g i r l s  
come to  America, o r , in  son® cases, the Greek immigrant would re tu rn  to  
Greece and bring  the  b rid e  back to  G reat F a lls . In  sev era l in stan ces where 
the immigrant sen t fo r  the b rid e , he d id  n o t know h e r, b u t was acquainted 
w ith h er fam ily ,
D. FAMILY AND SOCIAL STATUS
The most s ig n ific a n t r e s u lt  o f th is  study o f the Greek immigrant i s  
the  d iscovery  of the lack  o f fam ilie s in  the e a rly  periods o f  m igration .
As mentioned e a r l ie r , Greek m igration to  the  United S ta te s  was m ainly of 
the  male population . Fam ilies began to  come to  Great F a lls  during the  
1920-24 p erio d . There i s  no evidence o f a Greek colony in  G reat F a lls  in  
the e a rly  1900‘s . Although most o f  the  men liv e d  in  the  same sec tio n  of 
town, they  e ith e r  secured th e ir  own meals o r procured them a t  a  re s ta u ra n t. 
No fam ily  l i f e  ex is te d  fo r  the  e a rly  Greek immigrant in  G reat F a lls , A fter 
1920, when Greek fam ilie s  a rriv ed  in  numbers, most o f the immigrants p u r­
chased homes, and today most o f the m arried Greek immigrants in  G reat F a lls
2l Rose, g i t . ,  p . 300,
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a u th o rity , and th e  mother and ch ild ren  a re  subordinated,,
The Greek women o f  Yankee c ity  a re  the more ardentfam ily  
church members* Y et, erven w ith in  th e  church s tru c tu re  th e  
Greek women have no s ta tu s  except through th e ir  husbands.
Only men a re  recognised a s church members, and th e  women s i t  
in  a  reserved  sectio n  o f the  church during services* th e  
women*s ro le  i s  a passive one. 26
This was found to  be tru e  in  th e  G reat F a lls  community.
Domestic f r ic tio n  i s  never exposed, and th e  Greek fam ily  keeps i t s  
shortcom ings w ith in  th e  group* In  my v i s i t s  in  th e  Greek community o f 
G reat F a lls , I n o ticed  th a t even the  d isc ip lin e  o f th e  ch ild ren  was done 
in  th e  p riv acy  o f  th e  home, a s  no reprim anding o f the ch ild ren  was 
apparent.
The m ajo rity  o f Greeks in  G reat F a lls  come from th e  northw est coast 
o f the  Peloponnesus, from th e  p ro v in c ia l town o f K alavryta, O ther 
rep re se n ta tiv e s a re  from a l l  sec tio n s o f  Greece, Most o f them cam® from 
the  a g ric u ltu ra l reg ions and m ostly from fam ilie s o f modest means. This 
may be one o f th e  reasons fo r  th e  lack  o f d e s s  d is tin c tio n  among Greeks in  
G reat F alls*
A ll Ihe Greeks in  G reat F a lls  go to  p a r tie s , dances and o th er f e s t i ­
v i t ie s  to g e th e r. No one group i s  p re fe rre d  to  any other* T heir general 
a ttitu d e  seems to  be th a t ”a Greek i s  a  Greek" reg a rd less o f h is  occupation 
o r  economic sta tus*  Few would adm it to  any d is tin c tio n  in  s ta tu s !  2? i t  i s  
c le a r  th ere  i s  no re a l c la ss  d is tin c tio n . Some s tru c tu ra l evidence o f c la ss  
i s  p resen t in  money m atters, as in  th e  Greek reference  to  the  immigrant
^W illiam  1 . Warner and Paul S, hunt, The S ocial L ife o f a  Modern 
S S E B M *  p . H O ; •
^ In te rv ie w  w ith Greek businessm en.
"big s h o t,n bu t th is  Is  minimal. The word "big shot® was used lo o se ly  In  
conversation  among th e  Greeks when th e  su b je c t o f money was d iscussed .
The lack  o f c la s s  d is tin c tio n  I s  evidenced In  Greek o rg an iza tio n al 
s tru c tu re s  the P resid en t o f  th e  Greek church committee I s  a  grocery  s to re  
employee s th e  P resid en t o f  th e  Ahepa i s  a  ra ilro a d  sec tio n  foreman. O ther 
Greek community le a d e rs  a re  g en era lly  o f an average economic standing in  
th e  community.
The Greeks have a  strong  fe e lin g  concerning th e i r  home province, 
and anyone from the same province i s  c a lle d  a  " P a tr io tis e ," which i s  
n ea rly  th e  same to  them as a  r e la tiv e . I f  a  Greek bank p resid en t and a 
Greek la b o re r a re  both  from th e  same province in  Greece# they  a re  equal.
The bank p resid en t i s  no t thought o f  a s  b e tte r  o r  o f a  h igher c la ss  than 
th e  laborer#  This c h a ra c te r is tic  was evidenced prom inently arming th e  Greeks 
in  G reat F a lls .
The Greeks in  G reat F a lls  cooperate c lo se ly  w ith o th e r Greeks w ith in  
th e ir  own community, bu t testim ony o f  one segment rev ea ls  th a t the Greeks 
a re  n o t g en era lly  a c tiv e  in  la rg e r  American community a c t iv i t ie s ,2®
E. HOUSING AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS
An in v estig a tio n  o f housing conditions in  G reat F a lls , according to  
so c ia l o r  economic s ta tu s , shows th a t Greek fam ilie s  were found to  be 
lo ca ted  in  a l l  sec tio n s o f  the  c i ty , la  in terv iew s w ith  sev era l G reat F a lls  
re a l e s ta te  firm s# and th e  G reat F a lls  City«County Planning O ffice , I t  was
  I l l )     mtmmmm mmy m
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Interview  w ith  Greek businessman.
m
noted th a t w ith th e  exception o f the  Greek immigrant bachelor# th e re  i s
29
no p a r tic u la r  lo c a tio n  fo r  Greek fam ilie s  in  G reat F a lls ,
The Greek immigrant bachelo r, however, tended to  lo c a te  in  the  
business d i s t r ic t  c lo se  to  h is  downtown employment and to  the Greek«owned 
grocery s to re s  and co ffee  house# This sec tio n  in  G reat F a ils  i s  lo ca ted  
n ear "skid  row” in  south downtown G reat F a lls , and bachelo rs o f sev era l 
n a tio n a litie s  and races lin g e r  in  th is  sec tio n .
Some Greek re a l e s ta te  ho ld ings, o th er than th e i r  own resid en ces, 
a lso  may be observed in  the le s s  d e sirab le  locations#  This was explained, 
however, by th e  'f a c t th a t these lo c a tio n s  were form er business e s ta b lis h -  
ments owned by Greeks and kep t fo r  income p roperty ,
F. LODGES ARB ORGANIZATIONS
Ihe G reat F a lls  C hapter #229, Order o f Ahepa, i s  the la rg e s t
f ra te rn a l so c ia l o rgan ization  o f the Montana Greeks# The Ahepa was
30
organized in  G reat F a lls  in  1929 w ith HO members# I t  i s  c lo se ly  
id e n tif ie d  w ith th e  n a tio n a l o rgan isation#  I t s  la rg e s t so c ia l function  
i s  a  s ta te  convention once a  y ear. The Ahepa has th ree  a c tiv e  lodges in  
Montana in  G reat F a lls . B utte and Missoula#
The conventions a re  held  in  the  th ree  c i t ie s  on a ro ta tin g  b a s is .
In  1959 th e  2&th annual m eeting was held  in  B utte , The convention i s  h e ld  
in  conjunction w ith th e  la d ie s ' a u x ilia ry  o rg an isa tio n , the  Daughters of 
Penelope# There are  ho organized youth groups in  Montana, although on the
^ in te rv ie w  w ith  A dm inistrator o f the G reat F a lls  City-County 
Planning O ffiee .
^ O rd e r o f Ahepa, S ecre tary  Records and Minutes# 1929-59*
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tim e, bu t fo r  lack  o f  in te r e s t  they  never functio n  fo r  any p erio d  o f tine*
% ' •<
The o ld e r Greeks in  G reat F a lls , the  im m igrants, a re  c lo se  and u n ifie d , 
b a t the second generation  w ill n o t accep t th e  customs and tra d itio n s , As 
one Greek immigrant sa id , " I d o n 't know w h at's th e  n a tte r  w ith th e  k id s.
They d o n 't want anything Greek«*,ia ano ther 20 years th e re  w on 't be a Greek
HA
church o r  an Ahepa in  G reat F a lls ,
Perhaps the  most s ig n if ic a n t so c ia l o rgan ization  in  a  Greek 
community i s  th e  Greek C offee House, Greeks consider i t  a  elub "something 
lik e  where th e  Kike and E agles go. People go to  ta lk , p lay  ca rd s, and 
d rink  co ffee , A ll the gossip  can be heard th e re , and they  go a t  le a s t  
once a  day ju s t  to  see what is  going on.
Although th e re  i s  no coffee-house in  G reat F a lls  a t  th e  p resen t
*
tim e, (th e  l a s t  one c losed  in  1955), th e  w rite r  v is ite d  one when i t  was in  
o p era tio n . On th is  v i s i t  th e  shop was f i l l e d ,  Everyone was absorbed in  
playing card s, v is itin g  and drinking  co ffee . A newcomer could pass 
unobserved u n t i l  he made him self known.
D espite the f a c t  th a t many M rs  and saloons were lo ca te d  in  th e  
immediate v ic in ity  o f th e  coffee-house, no one was drinking any intoxi*. 
c an t. A ll p resen t were Greek and ta lk ed  and understood the language.
Many loud and anim ated d iscu ssio n s were going on. P a rtic ip a n ts  pounded the 
ta b le s  and even stamped on the f lo o r . The e n tire  atmosphere could be 
taken fo r  a  q u a rre l, y e t i t  was explained  th a t th is  aggressiveness i s  
p a rt o f th e  Greek p e rso n a lity  and th a t he n a tu ra lly  accompanies h is  words
^ in te rv ie w  w ith  Greek immigrant,
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  form er Greek eoffee house o p era to r.
w ith g estu res o f the hands and f e e t .
th e  coffee-house i t s e l f  was one la rg e  room w ith  old. fash ioned, 
drug s to re  type c irc u la r  ta b le s . C hairs were lin e d  up along two w alls 
and sev era l o f them were occupied. Some were s i t t in g  on th ese  c h a irs  
v is i t in g , o th e rs  read ing , and sev era l ju s t dozing.
the men a t  the ta b le s  were p laying card s, and sev era l groups were 
standing by each ta b le  watching th e  a c tio n . As the coffee-house i s  exclu­
s iv e ly  fo r  th e  Greek m ale, many tim es a p lay er would slam down h is  cards 
on the ta b le  w ith  a  cu rse . P ro fan ity  i s  common among th e  men, y e t, ty p ic a l 
o f the  group, when women a re  p resen t the men a re  softspoken. The game 
they  were playing was c a lle d  "ca sin o ." Ho money o r  chips were on the 
ta b le s . On sev era l occasions, however, th e  lo s e r  would pay fo r  the co ffee  
o f th e  o th er p lay e rs.
The coffee i s  th ick  and very  stron g . I t  i s  served in  a  sm all cup, 
which seems to  g e t lo s t  in  th e  g rip  o f th e  d rin k e r, and th e  co ffee  i s  
sipped.
Hew Y ear's Eve is  a  big evening in  a  Greek coffee-house, and a  
gambling game c a lle d  "b a rb u tti"  i s  played u n t i l  the  e a rly  hours on Hew 
Y ear's morning. The game i s  played w ith th ree  d ic e , and th e  p lay ers gamble 
on making th e  b e s t com binations o f numbers. For example, th ree  6 *s i s  
b e tte r  than two 6 's  o r  th ree  5*s. The b e s t com bination p o ssib le  i s  
5*
In  th e  re a r  o f th e  shop was a  g la ss  candy show-case which contained 
sev era l Greek sw eets and p a s tr ie s . In  back o f th e  show-case was a  sm all 
stove w ith one bu rner and a  sink fo r washing cups.
sa
Hi© p ro p rie to r o f th e  aoffeeehQUBe walked around m d  picked up 
empty cups, feat never a t  any tim e daring th© evening d id  fee t r y  to  per# 
said© th e  custom ers to  hoy any p a s try  o r  co ffee , .and n o t many sa le s  were 
made, The p ro p rie to r was frie n d ly  and. served a  cup o f  co ffee Bon the  
house*# He explained th a t th e  cards ©ere p layed  ju s t  f o r  a  pastim e and 
re c re a tio n , bu t th a t in  th e  p a s t th e re  was freq u en t gambling. The w rite r  
was a lso  informed th a t the Greek p r ie s t  i s  a  frequen t v is i to r  to  th e  coffee** 
house*
G. THE GREEK GH0RGH
The sig n ifican ce  o f th e  church to  the s tru c tu ra l u n ity  o f the 
community cannot fee overemphasised* I t  holds i t s  members 
tog eth er psycho log ically  because i t  embodies th e  e th ic s  and Id ea ls 
they  b e liev e  in , and b rin g s them to g e th er s tru c tu ra lly  by i t s  
group r i tu a l  and so c ia l functions* I t  i s  th e  main un ify ing  
s tru c tu re  in  th e  comiamity* ”3&
A ll th e  Greeks in  G reat F a lls  belong to  th e  E astern  Orthodox
Church o f which Hew fo rk  i s  th e  see  o f  the Archbishop*
As i s  t i e  case n a tio n a lly , th e  church in  G reat F a lls  has problems
ob tain ing  q u a lifie d  p rie s ts*  Many Greek p r ie s ts  corns d ir e c tly  from Greece
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and a re  p laced  in  p a rish es w ithout knowledge o f th e  E nglish language.
This i s  th e  case in  G reat F a lls  a t  the  p resen t tim e, and because o f the 
la c k  o f knowledge o f th e  E nglish language, the  Greek p r ie s t  in  G reat F a lls  
has c e rta in  d if f ic u lt ie s  w ith  h is  a c t iv i t ie s  in  th e  community* This i s
•^Bose, op* cit*»  p . 303*
■^Broun and Roecek, One America* p , 2&1*
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more a  m atter o f inconvenience than o f d ia~ aeso ciatio n9 bat the members o f  
the  church committee in d ica ted  th a t a  recen t tren d  i s  fo r  th e  securing  o f 
Am eriearwtrained p rie s ts*
Burgess d iscu sses the s ta tu s  o f  the Greek p r ie s t;
* * .he has no power as f a r  as the  w ritte n  i n s t i t u t io n  goes*
Urns, we fin d  a  most anomalous cond ition  in  th e  Greek churches 
in  America. I t  works ou t something l ik e  th e  w orst sid e  o f the 
v e s try  system o f the. E piscopal Church p a rish es , w ithout th e  
le g a l r ig h ts  o f the re c to r , She Greek p r ie s t  i s  h ired  and o ften  
f ir e d  by a  p a rish  committee eesqposed u su a lly  o f poorly 
educated peasan ts. **„the  poor p r ie s ts  se n t o u t by th e  Holy 
Synod in  response to  th e  c ry  fo r  s p ir i tu a l  h e lp , soaetim es^find 
them selves a s  o ff ic e  boys a t  th e  mercy o f  th e ir  ss^ loyars,™
The governing bo^r in  th e  s tru c tu re  o f th e  Greek church l i e s  w ith  
th e  Church committee.
The l a i ty  p a rtic ip a te  a s an a c tiv e  fo rce  in  a l l  phases o f 
church l i f e ;  through th e  P arish  council they d ire c t a l l  the 
n o t p u re ly  s p ir i tu a l  o r  l i tu r g ic a l  a f f a i r s  o f the p a rish .
In  v arious forms they p a rtic ip a te  la  th e  supreme governing 
b od ies, both o f the diocese and th e  whole church,
The church committee in  G reat f a l l s  com prises men who a re  members 
o f the community and th e  church. They a re  e le c te d  by the  male population  
and widows o f deceased members o f  th e  church. The church is  governed by 
th is  group and th e  p r ie s t  i s  employed a t  a  sa la ry  s e t  by th e  committee. 
Members o f  th e  G reat f a l l s  church committee s ta te  th a t a t  one tim e i t  was 
easy to  d ism iss a  Greek p r ie s t  i f  th e  committee was n o t s a t is f ie d . GsuaHy 
a  l e t t e r  to  th e  Archbishop from th e  committee asking perm ission to  d ism iss 
a  Greek p r ie s t  produced r e s u lts . The p r ie s t  would be tra n s fe rre d  and another
^Thomas Burgess, Greeks in  America, pp. 57*58.
39• S te fa n  Zankov, The E astern  Orthodox Church, tra n s la te d  by D. A, 
Lowrie, pp. 90*91*
se n t to  rep lace  him, How I t  i s  more d i f f ic u l t  to  d ism iss a  p rie s t*  The 
Archbishop w ill make a complete in v estig a tio n  o f the s itu a tio n  before a  
d ecisio n  i s  made.
Although the Greek tra d itio n  o f dem ocratic o rgan ization s preven ts 
the p r ie s t  from having any form al co n tro l of th e  church, he s t i l l  ,nain« 
ta in s  a  high s ta tu s  in  th e  Greek so c ie ty  and does have in flu en ce . The 
Greek church pays the p r ie s t  a  y e a rly  salary and he supplements h is  income 
when he perform s m arriages, baptism s and fu n e ra ls  by v o lun tary  contrlbu*. 
M ens. Aside from th is*  the church committee reg u la te s a l l  o th e r income. 
The main source o f Income is  the monthly church dues, which each member i s  
expected to  pay once a  y ear, a s w ell a s the  weekly c o lle c tio n s . This 
money goes in to  the Greek Church tre a su ry . The priest*®  sa la ry  and 
operating  expenses a re  p a id  from th is  account.
The Greek p r ie s t  has th ree  main functions*
1 . To re la te  the community to  the n a tio n a l s o c ie ty 's  sacred 
ideology,
2 . To re la te  the community s p ir i tu a lly  to  th e  so c ia l s tru c tu re  
o f the, n a tio n  through th e  church h ierarch y .
3 . TO re la te  the community to  the  n a tio n a l s o c ie ty 's  norms by . 
keeping the  members fro® dev iating  from th ese  norms.
In  Greek church se rv ices in  G reat F a lls  the members s i t  in  separa te  
se c tio n s , the women and ch ild ren  on one sid e  o f the church and th e  men on 
the o th e r. The fa ith fu l stan d , s i t  and kneel fo r  long p erio ds o f time 
during the lengthy  se rv ice . The se rv ices a re  h ig h ly  symbolic and the 
spoken word and m otions o f th e  p r ie s t  a re  c lo se ly  observed. A complete
^°B urgess, op, c i t . .  p . 58 .
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The church ms named Sts, Constantine and Helen, Although nos
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enlarged and remodeled, i t  i s  s t i l l  in  i t s  o rig in a l lo c a tio n  The 
committee says the la rg e s t  c o n trib u to r in  th e  c o lle c tio n  d riv e  had th e  
choice o f naming fee  church* This i s  an e stab lish ed  p rac tice*  and even 
in  a  m ajor remodeling p ro jec t*  a la rg e  c o n trib u to r may req u est a  choice 
o f  naming th e  church* 2n th e  case  # f th e  G reat F a ils  church* however* 
the name has been th e  same since i t  was f i r s t  organised*
Most o f th e  Greeks and Greek fam ilie s  in  G reat F a lls  a re  members 
o f the church* and th e  c o lle c tio n  o f monthly dues i s  n o t a  se rio u s prob­
lem , Committee members noted* however* th a t second generation  Greeks a re  
n o t a s  f a i th fu l  as th e  Greek im m igrant. Membership dues to  th e  church a re  
paid  by th #  fam ily u n til, th e  C hild g e ts  married* b u t i t  g en era lly  follow s 
th a t th e  second generation  becomes c a re le ss  in  church a ttendance. This i s  
n o t always th e  case* b u t th ere  i s  a  su ff ic ie n t number o f lap sed  member* 
sh ip s in  the G n a t F a lls  'p arish  to  su b stan tia te ' th e  fact*
H. SOCHI DISORGANIZATION
In  any group* reg ard less Of i t s  homogeneity* th e n  i s  some evidence 
o f  d isu n ity  and d iso rg an iza tio n  w ith in  the group.
From every in d ic a tio n  th e  Greeks form a  tru e  community from w ithin* 
b u t th e  most common c ritic ism  a g a in s t the Greek in  G reat F a lls  i s  h is  lack  
o f community s p i r i t  in  th e  la rg e r  American community. The Greeks a re  an 
endogenous group, and Greek immigrants who have m arried non-Greeks in  G reat 
F a lls  number only about twenty* As noted e a rlie r*  however* a  s ig n if ic a n t 
number o f mixed m arriages have occurred among second generation  Greeks, A 
m ajority  o f  Greeks* e sp e c ia lly  In  G reat F a lla , have now accepted mixed
57
m arriages, b u t sev era l fe e l th a t the Greek i s  lo s t  when he m arries a  non* 
Greek* Of th e  22 noruGreek m arriages mentioned e a r l ie r ,  10 were h e ld  in  
the Greek Orthodox Church* 2h a number o f cases, the Church ceremony ms 
perform ed on ly  to  s a tis fy  th e  p a re n ts , a s  many o f  the  younger people a re  n o t 
f a i th fu l  p a rish io n e rs o f the  Church,
C lass, a s  mentioned, i s  n o t in  evidence, bu t a  c e rta in  amount of 
c la ss  d is tin c tio n  i s  in ev itab le ,, although th e  Greek s i l l  n o t adm it to  c la ss  
d is tin c tio n  in  G reat f a l l s ,  th ere  a re  sev era l fam ilie s  who would probably 
be c a lle d  u p p er-c lass in  American society* However, th is  f a c t  i s  n o t 
n o ticeab le  in  the  Greek community i t s e l f .  C onversations w ith  th e  Greek 
people bear th is  o u t.
G enerally speaking, th e  Greek community, d esp ite  th e ir  minor d if fe r*  
ences, a re  on th e  whole welL-ozganized, As on© Greek immigrant sta ted*
“We Greeks s tic k  p re tty  c lo se  to gether*"
I .  GREEK-AMERIGAN RELATIONS
C arl Wittk© says*
th a t  th e re  were s ig n if ic a n t and s tr ik in g  d iffe ren c e s between 
the new a r r iv a ls  and th e  o ld  German, I r is h , Scandinavian, and 
Anglo-Saxon stock  i s  apparent to  even the most casual observer.
The newcomers from Southern and .Eastern Europe rep resen t peoples 
who were s tr ik in g ly  d if fe re n t in  language, custom s, p o l it ic a l  
experiences and ideologies, and personal standards o f  liv ing*  
I ta l ia n , Greek and S lav ic  tongues sounded strange to  Americans 
whose ea rs had gradually become a ttu n ed  to  German o r  Scandinavian, 
The newer immigrants a rriv ed  in  g re a t m asculine hordes!«-they 
came no t to  s ta y  and to  acquire c itiz e n sh ip , b u t to  save enough 
money to  re tu rn  as sp eed ily  a s  p o ssib le  to  the  fa th e rla n d . As a  
r e s u lt, they  were le s s  concerned w ith the  American standards o f 
liv in g  than  e a r l ie r  im m igrants, who looked upon th e  H alted S ta te s  
as th e ir  permanent home* they  were slow er to  jo in  th e  lab o r 
movement} they  were con ten t fo r  the tim e being to  l i r e  in  th e
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Only two Greeks receive  (Ed Age A ssistance b e n e fits , Of th ese  two, one 
receiv es b e n e fits  because o f b lind n ess,
’'Garabllng-^not in toxtcatlon~-w as th e  major v ic e , and although Greeks
committed few major crim es, they  acquired a  bad rep u ta tio n  in  some communis
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t ie s  fo r try in g  to  evade th e  law  in  m inor m a tte rs ," such a s  th e  sa n ita tio n  
code.
Two m ajor crim es have been committed by th e  Greek immigrant in  G reat
l|ify
P a lis , and both o f th ese  involved shootings. The events took p lace  In 
1913 and 1927# involving two b ro th e rs , The f i r s t  event took p lace in  a  
house o f  i l l  rep u te , where a  Greek immigrant Shot a  Negro follow ing an 
argument. The second shooting occurred during  p ro h ib itio n , and because 
the  v ic tim  was a  woman and the  a s s a ila n t a  b ro th e r o f  th e  f i r s t  o ffen der, 
th is  event caused more resentm ent. Both o ffen d ers were found gu ilty*  The 
f i r s t  was fined} the  second was sentenced to  l i f e  imprisonment.
Since th e  m ajo rity  o f Greek Immigrants were hard working people, 
and as sev era l had e s tab lish ed  businesses in  G reat .P a lls , th ese  a f f a ir s  
d id  n o t a f f e c t  th e  a ttitu d e  o f the  m ajo rity . The rec ip ro ca l behavior on 
the p a rt o f th e  Greek to  win acceptance continued. I t  m ight be noted h e re , 
however, th a t sev era l Greek imm igrants a t t e s t e d  to  gain  membership in to  
one o f th e  lead ing  so c ia l and f ra te rn a l o rg an isa tio n s in  G reat FaH e and 
were denied membership a f te r  the  second shooting. This o rg an isa tio n ’s 
p ro h ib itiv e  move, however, r e f le c ts  only th e  a ttitu d e  o f members o f  th a t
^ W ittk e , Og. o lt» . p, 448,
iiii
"Major crim es committed in  G reat F a lls  and Cascade C ounty," f i l e  
references 1890*1959, (G reat m i s  Tribune),
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in to  the  American c u ltu re  and so c ie ty  tout s t iU  has m aintained many o f
h is  cun d is tin c tiv e  c h a ra c te ris tic s ,,
CM PpR W
CQSCHJSKH
J . P , Mahoffy bus sa id :
Among the  n a tio n s which stand  ou t in  th e  course o f h is to ry  
m  hawing done most to  promote human knowledge, human a r t  and 
human c u ltu re , th e  Greeks a re  f i r s t  in  th e  judgment o f a l l  
competent observers*1
U nfortunately  th is  was n o t th e  Opinion o f th e  m ajority  groups in  
America in  regard  to  th e  Greek immigrant. As mentioned e a r l ie r ,  fee 
Greek immigrant was earmarked a s  th e  man looking ou t fo r h is  own in te re s ts .
I t  i s  n o t easy to  a rriv e  a t  a  conclusion about th e  a ssim ila tio n  o f 
the  Greek immigrant from th e  record  in  G reat F a lls . The e a rly  Immigrant 
in  th e  1900-1910 period  was p rim arily  concerned w ith h is  employment and 
n o t n e ce ssa rily  in te re s te d  in  c u ltu ra l in te g ra tio n . By the tim e he brought 
h is  fam ily  o r began ra is in g  a  fam ily , he was s t i l l  so accustomed to  h is  
own c u ltu re  th a t  he d id  nothing to  fu r th e r  a ssim ila tio n  a t  fee beginning.
B asica lly , th e  Greek immigrant was a ssim ila ted  in to  G reat F a lls  
so c ie ty  fo r  no apparent reason o th e r than th a t  expressed by Aaron 
Antonovsky*
i t  i s  a lso  freq u en tly  argued th a t modern so c ie ty  i s  naught b u t 
a  cosplex o f subcu ltu res and th a t, inasmuch as each o f us i s  a  
member o f a  d e s s ,  e th n ic , re lig io u s , and p o ssib ly  o f o th e r g 
subcu ltu res whose bounds ra re ly  co incid e , we a re  all m arginal.
Ijo sep h  B, G l i t te r ,  S o c ia l thought Among the E arly  Greeks, p , 1*
o
‘ Aaron Antonovsky, "Toward a  Refinement o f th e  *Marginsl Man1 
Concept," S o cial Forces (O ctober, 1956), Vol. 35# No. 1 ,
I t  i s  noted a s  w ell in  th is  study th a t the Greek immigrant mas n o t 
always ready to  accept the American c u ltu re . He has to  a c e rta in  ex ten t 
hem  ab le to  accept th e  necessary  c u ltu ra l t r a i t s  o f th e  m ajo rity  o f the 
group, and by th e  same token has been ab le  to  re ta in  many o f h is  t r a i t s ,
Ihe Greek community o rg an isa tio n  in  i t s e l f  i s  a  good example o f th is  
c h a ra c te r is tic . In  th is  same v e in , second generation  Greeks have fa lle n  
and are  fa llin g  away from th e  strong  Greek tra d itio n s  and customs o f the 
p a s t. In ter-m arriag es a re  o f  g rea t s ig n ifican ce  and in d ic a te  th a t Greek 
community p ressu re  i s  le s s  e ffe c tiv e  on the Im m igrants' o ffsp rin g ,
3h a d d itio n , young Greek women in d ic a te  a c e rta in  amount o f 
f ru s tra tio n  in  try in g  to  lo c a te  su itab le  mates among th e  Greek men in  the 
community, a s i s  th e  wish o f  th e ir  p a ren ts . Strong fam ily  t i e s  o f th e  
second generation  in  childhood become weak as th e  second generation  Greek 
becomes o ld e r. One o r  two have in d icated  th a t they  a re  in te re s te d  in  the  
so c ia l and fra te rn a l fu n ctio n s o f the Greek community, b u t the m ajo rity  
have mad© th e  break and a re  n o t in te re s te d  in  th e  so c ia l l i f e  o f the  Greek 
com m nity as such.
In  conclusion, then , th e  Greek immigrant in  G reat F a lls  has in  h is  
own d is tin c tiv e  way won the necessary  acceptance by th e  m ajo rity  group, 
and has kep t h is  own c u ltu ra l h e ritag e  by no t le t t in g  i t  in te r fe re  w ith the 
American so c ie ty  in  G reat F a lls , He i s  a  member o f the American so c ie ty  
f i r s t  b u t s t i l l  a c tiv e  in  h is  own group.
Ihe p o te n tia l c o sp e titio n  in  th e  economic a re a , which i s  g en era lly  
p re sen t, and a g rea t motive fo r  non-acceptance by a  m ajo rity  group, d id  n o t 
seem to  p lay  a p a r t in  th e  a ssim ila tio n  o f th e  Greek imm igrant. He accepted
6k
employment no t d esired  by o th e r groups and f o r  the most p a r t became 
successfu l ,in h is  p u rsu it, the  amount o f d isc rim in atio n  which a l l  m inority  
groups in ev itab ly  receiv e  was challenged by the p rid e  o f th e  Greek’s  own 
cu ltu re  and h e rita g e .
He appears to  th is  observer to  be s a tis f ie d  w ith  h is  accosplishm ents 
in  America, although he w ants h is  ch ild ren  to  do b e tte r*  He i s  n o t happy 
about th e  apparent fa llin g  away o f th e  second generation  bu t fe e ls  perhaps 
th a t .h is  strong fam ily  t ie s  may bring  th e  l a t t e r  back to  Greek customs and 
trad itio n s*
The Greek immigrants were d iscrim inated  a g a in stj however th ere  doe® 
n o t appear to  be any d isc rim in atio n  a g a in st th is  group in  G reat F a lls  today.
In  the course o f th is  study many o th e r p o te n tia l a reas o f research  
concerning human re la tio n sh ip  have become apparent to  the  w rite r , A number 
o f  o th e r c u ltu ra l and n a tio n a l groups a re  p resen t in  G reat F a lls  and would 
make id e a l s tu d ie s  in  inter*-group re la tio n s . A lso, a sequel to  th is  study 
on th e  second generation  Greek in  G reat F a lls  would make a  worthwhile 
p ro je c t fo r  fu rth e r  research  fo r  two reasons:
One, a  sequel would examine so re  e x ac tly  the  natu re  and degree o f 
p a re n ta l in fluence on second generation  Greeks? and, two, i t  might e s ta b lish  
more d e fin ite  and p rec ise  proof a s  to  th e  fu tu re  c u ltu ra l p a tte rn  o f a  group 
s t i l l  in fluenced by th e  tra d itio n s  and customs o f an immigrant element*
Which customs and tra d itio n s  w ill second^generation Greeks s t i l l  accep t and 
a c tu a lly  be influenced by them in  th e  American scene? Which w ill they  re je c t?  
What o f th e  American so c ie ty ’s response to  such influence?
These a re  questions which a re  o f n e ce ssity  posed in  a  considered 
sequel. T heir answers a re  p e rtin e n t to  th e  so c io lo g ica l study o f m inority  
groups.
Pop. o f 
Montana,
376*033
348,889
537.606
559 ,4 |6
591,456
w s m  i
Foreign-Born Greeks In
JggBBS&
3̂ *6 69
124
Sources 0 , S , Bureau o f Census, Census 
1910, 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950,
TtwrJt n
a m  miammM  TQ m m  m. sm , m&43m.
Years
to ta l
Immigration
T otal
Males
T otal
Females
1901-1910 56,658 *9.319 7,339
%$ n * % m 40,130 31,644 a JiQj£ w jnHJO
1915*1919 25 ,im . 17,068 8,113
1920*1984 27,757 14,928 12,829
1925-1926 3*3*8 1,579 1,763
192? 2,130 808 1,322
1928 2 , a n 730 i,* m
1929 2,223 731 1*492
AH te a r s 139.632 116,807 42,825
Sources f,S *  Bureaa o f Oensas, Census R eports, 1930.
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TABTR TTT
GREEKS ADMITTED ID 3H£ UNITED STATES. I925~19#8
M R Number 22I& Number
1925 95 1937 3f0
1926 112 1938 351
192? 16# 1939 381
1928 19# 19#0 3#6
1929. 166 19#1
W O , 362 19#2 :ieNeMpe
1931 308 19#3 378
1932 1#1 X9*& 385
1933 " 108 19#5 a®
i m 200 19#6 291
1931 32# 19#7 133
1936 3#7 19#® 213
A ll Years 5.819
Source: f to i l s t i c ^ .  abg tp g j  th e  M |e d  S t ^ s ,  
19#9» U nited S ta te s !  Dapt, ofCommeree, 
W ashington, D.C.* 1950*
TABLE M
EMIGRATION FROM THE M t>1 1910~192# 
TQtaX.Eaigml^>n
1910 202,#36 8 ,1##
1911 295,666 9,376
1912 333*262 l l , # 6l
m $ 308,190 30,603
191# 30*43® a x .,m
19X5 20#,07# 9,775
1910 129,765 #,829
m ? 66,277 2,93#
1918 9#,585 2,986
1919 123,522 15,#82
1920 288 ,315 '  ’ 20, 31#
1021' 2#7,718 13,#23
1922. 198,7X2 7,506
1923 81,#50 2,988
192# ?#,789 7,250
A il Tears 2,892,099 157,295
Scarce* W alter F« W ilcox and Ijnre Ferm ezl, 
M m a M tia a X  M igm ticna, P. #63*
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TABLE V
1910*1924
*21£
From
foresee
From Taifeey 
In  Baron®
From Turkey 
in  Asia
From B ritish  
ato, America T otals
m o 25*675 8,959 3.693 361 38,688
1911 26,086 7,569 2,301 411 36,367
1912 a ,  288 7,134 2,147 400 30,969
1913 22,437 9,374 5,192 946 37.949
1914 34,836 3,631 4,946 937 44,350
1915 11,223 647 1,460 892 14,222
1916 22,589 229 1*279 906 25,003
1917 22,006 111 205 663 22*985
1918 1,784 9 7 156 1,956
1919 368 2 1 63 434
1920 10*893 565 259 3*396 15,113
1 9 a 26,232 1,649 553 289 28,723
1922 3*H5 279 279 109 3.782
1923 3*057 460 179 134 3.830
1924 4,001 108 196 273 4*578
A ll Years 235.590 40,726 22,697 9,936 3O8.949
Source ; W alter F* Wilcox and Imre Feraiezl,
In te rn a tio n a l M igrations. PP. 463«73.
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TABLE V I
GREEK IMMIGRATION TO THE U .S .. 1820-4950
GREECE
1820=4830 -20
1831*48tG J 0
18^1ol850 M
1851-1860 •%
1861=4870 -72
1871-1880 *410
I 88I - I 89O 2,308
1891-1900 15,979
1901-1910 167,519
1911-1920 1SM 01
1921-1930 H,Q 8k
1931-19^ 9,119
19^1*1950 8,973
f e ta l ^39,3®1
Source: 1950 annual re p o rt, S u ited  S ta te s  Department 
o f J u s tic e , Immigration and n a tu ra liz a tio n  
S erv ice,
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FOREIGN BOHN POKJ1AIIOK OF MONTANA. 1900^1950
Years England Ire lan d  Noim y Sweden Germany A u stria  Panada I ta ly
1900 9,012 9*436 3,354 5*346 7,162  3,752 10,310 2,199
1910 0,890 9,469 7,169 6,410 8,669 8,349 10*627 6,592
1920 8,159 7,260 9,962 7,179 7,873 3 ,^ 6 .12*105 3*842
1930 13,795 13,795 20,395:10,571 24*222 9,549 
(R ussia)
16 , m o 5 ,4m
(Yugo~
.slay la )
1940 4,134 2,618 6*896 4,032 4,4® . 4,084 
(R ussia)
7,253 ^2,274
1950 3,176 2,003 5*228 2,731 3,025 3*423
(R ussia)
6,741 2,422 
(Scot*, 
land )
MONTANA
FOREIGN BORN «■ ALL CO0NTRIES
1900 07,067
1910 91,644
1920 93,620
1930 160,027
1940 55,642
1950 43,119
Sources 0 , S„ Bureau o f Census R eports, 1900 to  1950
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TABUS JX
raraw  bom mum* m mm. 19.00*1950
island Ire lan d Norway Sweden Germany A ustria Canada
769 516 588 906 787 1,055 1,533
832 569
( I ta ly )
691 842 817 1,712 1,048
570 ^55
( I ta ly ’)
714 770 599 457 1,338
120 747 1,450 1,075 2,048 810
(Czebho*
Sleyafcta)
1,716
386 246
( I ta ly )
445 409 349 254
(Czeeho**
slovaJcia)
830
322 221
( I ta ly )
377 288 266 190
(Scot®
lan d )
841
CASCADE 0QDNTX
FOREIGN BORN ~ AI&.C0ONTHISS
1900 8,216
i m 9,182
1920 8,386
I 93O 13,955
1940 4,957
1950 4,293
582
m
s la v ia )
Source: U„S, Bureau o f Census R eports, 1900 to  1950,
table x
FOREIGN BORN POHIIATION OF CITY OF GREAT FALLS 1900*1950
sglsjfid
1I
Noway Sweden Germany A ustria Gsiauft. ItAjb
(no repc>rt fo r i f  00)
319 214 280 426 465 323 634 207
363 227 463 468 391 238 954 208
(Scot**
laud)
815 627 1.090 8^9 1.515 317 3 
(Czech©** 
Slovakia)
urns. 428
(Scot*.
land)
312 132 313 290 245 124
(G reece)
662 171
(Soot*.
land)
273 115 292 m 214 110
(R ussia)
694 161
(se©t*>
lan d )
C ITI OF GREAT FALLS 
FOREIGN BORN *. ALL COONTRIES
IfOO (m  rep o rt)
191© 3.662
1920 4,672
193© 9.617
1940 3*286
1950 3.154
Source; U.S. Bureau of Census Reports* 1900**195Q.
TABLE X I
GREAT FALLS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, GREAT FALLS
S eere ta iy
GREAT FALLS CITT̂ COONTT PLANNING BOARD, GREAT FALLS
A dm inistrator
CASCADE COUNTY PUBLIC WELFARE OFFICE, GREAT FALLS
A dm inistrator
MIGRANTS (35 interview ed)
SECOND GENERATION GREEKS (25 interview ed)
case Worker
Businessmen
Laborers
P r ie s t
Former Ahepa P resid en t 
S ecre tary  o f Ahepa 
Greek Immigrant Ladies
C ollege S tudents 
Laborers 
Businessmen 
Xoung M arried Couples 
Mixed M arriages 
Greek M arriages 
High School Students 
Teacher
GREAT FALLS COMMUNITY CITIZENS (18 interview ed)
Businessmen
Teachers
Lawyers
Judge
Laborers
S e c re ta rie s
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